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Argentina

There have been a number of recent anti-Semitic incidents. Notable incidents during the reporting
period included vandalism of Jewish cemeteries (including the Israeli Cemetery of Ciudadela on
the outskirts of Buenos Aires that was vandalized on several occasions), numerous anti-Semitic
remarks, threats to Jewish institutions, sales of Nazi memorabilia, and graffiti and display of Nazi
symbols (including a school bus belonging to a Jewish school defaced with Nazi symbols in
November). In 2003, the Delegation of Israeli Argentine Associations (DAIA) Center for Social
Studies reported 177 anti-Semitic incidents. DAIA had not compiled final figures for the year, but
expected to report a similar number of incidents as 2003. The DAIA noted that anti-Semitic
incidents made up 7 percent of the complaints received by the National Institute Against
Discrimination, Xenophobia, and Racism (INADI) in 2003.

A City of Buenos Aires legislator came under considerable attack following accusations that she
made anti-Semitic remarks to a city employee who she subsequently fired. The city legislature
investigated the case, and the legislator admitted the facts and publicly apologized, but the
legislature was unable to obtain the necessary votes to sanction officially the legislator. INADI
issued its determination that the city legislator had committed "ethnic-religious discrimination”
under the provisions of the 1988 Federal Anti-discrimination Act and will submit its finding to the
city legislature, which may take up the case again in its next session.

There were no developments in the investigations of the January 2002 desecration of a Jewish
cemetery in the Buenos Aires suburb of Berazategui, the April 2001 letter bomb received by
Alberto Merenson, or in other open cases. The Government also reported that there were no
developments in the investigation of the 1992 bombing of the Israeli Embassy. The investigation
into the 1994 bombing of the AMIA cultural center, which killed 86 people, resulted in the
issuance of international arrest warrants for 12 Iranian officials and a Lebanese national
associated with Hizballah. In September, a 3-judge panel acquitted 22 Argentinean defendants
charged in connection with the bombing, but the Argentine Government has pledged to continue
the investigation and efforts to bring the perpetrators to justice.
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